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*The New Jersey Chapter of the American Public Works Association Annual Awards Program...
Recognizing the Efforts of the Public Works Community*

New Jersey Chapter Edward P. Decher Award
Recognizes an APWA member for long term dedication to the Public Works Industry
a. Minimum of 25 years of service in Public Works.
b. Minimum of 10 years as member of APWA.
			
Fran Leusner New Jersey Chapter Superintendent/Director Award
To recognize an APWA member Superintendents/Directors for long term service to the public works industry.
a. Is currently a Superintendent or Director.
b. Minimum of 25 years of service in Public Works.
c. Minimum of 10 years of service as Superintendent/Director.
d. Minimum of 5 years as member of APWA.
e. Minimum of 5 years of service with the present public agency.
		
New Jersey Chapter APWA Foreman Award
Recognizes APWA member Foremen for 10 years of service.
a. Minimum of 10 years of service as a Foreman.
b. Minimum of 1 year as member of APWA.
c. Minimum of 1 year of service with the present public agency.
		
New Jersey Chapter Public Official Award
Recognizes one who assisted the public works profession throughout their tenure of office.
a. Currently serving as a public official in New Jersey, elected or appointed.
b. Works for federal, state, county, local government and/or public agency.
c. Distinguished by advancing the public works profession by their tireless efforts.
		
New Jersey Chapter Walter A. Schaffer Merit Award
Recognizes a Chapter Member for outstanding achievements and service to the Chapter.	
a. Is a member of APWA serving as an officer, executive board or ad-hoc committee member.
b. Has supported activities and exerted special effort on specific projects, or whose work has resulted in recognition from the NJ Chapter. 
c. Nominated by another NJ Chapter member on the award nomination form.

New Jersey Chapter Joseph Maher, Jr. Award
Recognizes a special contribution to the field of Public Works in NJ.	
a. Open to any member or non-member.
b. Has supported the field of Public Works with a unique approach to a project, or providing new or improved equipment, or a significant advancement in a process.
c. Nominated by a NJ Chapter member on the award nomination form.

New Jersey Chapter Richard Rohrbach Public Works Leader of the Year Award
Recognizes outstanding achievements of an individual in Public Works who epitomizes excellence and dedication in public service.
a. Open to any member or non-member.
b. Open to any non-elected public employee.
c. Most of the individual's time and efforts are devoted to Public Works Service.
d. Distinguished by one or more of the following: use of initiative, new or innovative ideas, improvement of existing facilities, efficient use of equipment, machinery of personnel, and the ability to serve the best interests of the community.
		
David Palmer New Jersey Chapter Private Industry Member Award 
Recognizes the cooperation and support of the private industry members to the Public Works Industry who provide services or tools to better serve the public.
a. Open to Corporate Members, companies who are current members, or individuals working in private industry who are current members.
b. Most of the individual’s time and efforts are devoted to providing public works services or equipment.
c. Distinguished by one or more of the following: use of initiative; new or innovative ideas; improvement of existing technology; providing more efficient use of equipment, machinery or personnel; and/or serves the best interests of the public works community.
		
New Jersey Chapter Employee Award
Recognizes an employee for long term dedication to the Public Works Industry.
a. Is currently an employee of a Public Works agency.
b. Minimum of 10 years of service.
c. Minimum of 5 years with present agency.
d. Is being nominated by a supervisor on the award nomination form.
				
*** Municipal/County Public Works Project of the Year Award ***
Established in 2011 to promote excellence in the management and administration of a local public works project by recognizing an innovative public works project recently completed by in-house staff. 
For this award, “public works” are defined as the physical structures and facilities that are developed, owned and maintained by public agencies to house governmental functions and/or to provide water, wastewater, waste disposal, transportation and similar public services.
To be eligible for nomination, a project must have been “substantially completed” and available for public and/or agency use no more than two calendar years prior to nomination. A project may only be nominated once for recognition as “Project of the Year”.                      
Include the following on the nomination form:
1. Project name and completion date 
2. Project description (pictures are welcome and will add to the score in this category)
3. If applicable, were safety improvements made or performed?
4. If applicable, environmental awareness and protection?
5. Innovative techniques used
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Dear public official,
Each year, the New Jersey Chapter of the American Public Works Association (APWA) pays tribute to deserving Public Works professionals throughout the state. The awards represent many different categories and levels of Public Works service.  These awards will be presented this year in December at our annual holiday luncheon, December 2, at the Cranbury Golf Club. Attendance for award winners will be complimentary.
We look to individuals such as yourself, to nominate people who you think deserve such recognition. Enclosed you will find a copy of the award structure and the eligibility criteria for each category.  If you could find the time in your busy schedule to consider nominating someone deserving in your municipality or county, we would greatly appreciate it.
Completed nomination forms must be submitted no later than October 1, 2026. They may be mailed or conveniently scanned and emailed to apwanj@yahoo.com.
If there is anything I can do to be of assistance, please contact me at apwanj@yahoo.com. For more information about the American Public Works Association, please visit us at  www.apwa.net.

Sincerely,
Harry Wozunk

Harry Wozunk
APWA NJ Chapter President











AMERICAN PUBLIC WORKS ASSOCIATION-NJ CHAPTER
AWARDS NOMINATION FORM 2026 (please print or type)

Award for which the individual is nominated: ________________________________________________

Individual Nominated: __________________________________________________________________

Nominee Email Address: ______________________________________________________________

Nominee Mailing Address: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Employer: ____________________________________________________________________________

The individual nominated above is eligible for this award because the following minimum criteria have been met (as noted in the eligibility requirements for each award category):

(Attach as necessary) ____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Nominated By: ________________________________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: (___________)___________________________________________________________

Mayor’s Name:________________________________________________________________________

Mayor’s Email:________________________________________________________________________

Please complete this form using the eligibility criteria listed for each specific award.  The Awards Committee will verify the information provided on this nomination form; furnishing the required information on this form is the responsibility of the nominator.  The completed form should be signed, and then submitted prior to October 1, 2026, to:
APWA- NJ Chapter
81 Lakeview Drive
Allentown, NJ 08501
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